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Civil Rights Forum Meeting Minutes – October 10, 2022 at 5 pm 
(via Zoom) 

Progressive Action for the Common Good 

Present:  Loxi Hopkins, Susan Leuthauser, Margie Mejia-Caraballo, Allison Ambrose  
 
Members moved, seconded and approved the June and the August meeting minutes.   
 
Action Item Updates: 
ACTION ITEMS from 8/8 Civil Rights Forum Meeting:  
Alta:   

• get more information about the October book discussion  ---This has been scheduled at 
the Moline Public Library for 10/24 (Allison had send out an email with details to the 
forum members) 

Loxi:  
• get more information about potential federal legislation on immigration processing—Loxi 

shared with Allison some details about needed immigration reform compiled by Glenn 
Leach;  Allison will follow up with information based on the Value our Families Week of 
Action that she participated in.  

• Inquire with St. Anthony’s about getting a bike for the QC Sanctuary Coalition’s current 
asylum seeker--- John Cooper from St. Anthony’s told Loxi that they did not have any 
bikes to spare 

Allison:   
• Investigate where there is a way we can help the Catholic Worker House in Iowa City 

with their resident immigrants—Allison talked with them and found out about a lot of the 
great things they are doing.  She has signed up for their email and will inform the group 
of any ways that we can help as they come up  

• Talk to Glenda about what NAACP is doing regarding GOTV initiatives—no 
information was discovered  

• Find out from Myra at QC Interfaith is she would like some kind of letter of support from 
PACG regarding the community ID initiative—Allison is suggesting to the PACG board 
that we sign on as an organization with this initiative.  Board meeting is 10/19. 

• Ask Maggie to seek out a place where our forum can meet LIVE—no movement on this 
yet.  So, for now, ZOOM it is!  
 

Everyone:  whoever may find out more about the Juvenile Detention Center and its status, 
please inform the group---This was not discussed at our meeting 
 
Someone (who?):  Invite the current asylum seeker to the PACG picnic—Not done; picnic has 
passed 
 
Coalition Partners Update: 
• MLK Interpretive Center: No one to report. 
• NAACP:  No one to report. 
• LULAC: No report  
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• QCAIR: See Discussion about potential Immigration Summit below 
 
Note: (we work in coalition with the above groups and that we like to hear reports during out 
meetings so that we can be informed about what these groups are doing to potentially identify 
ways that we can support their efforts) 
 
Immigration Updates/Activities/Ideas:  Allison participated in a Week of Action sponsored by 
a national coalition group, Value our Families, lobbying for the backlog of family based visa 
processing to be remedied.  Through this organization, a meeting with Miller-Meeks office in 
Davenport was schedule for 12:30 pm on 10/13.  All are invited to attend.  Note: (this meeting 
was a success and has been submitted to the PAU as an After Action report)  
 
We envision that lobbying for DACA recipients will most likely be in our near future. Allison 
received an email about how to lobby for DACA and will share with the group.  This is also 
something that One Human Family’s Statewide Coalition might want to advocate for. Allison 
will share email info with them.  
 
Susan suggested that we think about having an immigration summit that we could host with 
various groups (One Human Family, QCAir, Esperanza Center, World Relief, Diocese, etc).  
Speakers from various perspective could help the audience understand what is currently going on 
with immigration as today it is one “confusing mess”.  We would of course want to end with 
ideas on how we can help. Speakers suggested:  Immigration Lawyer, someone from Iowa City 
Catholic Worker House, Ann Marie Toady, Laura Fontaine, QCI, Don Vondron, Summer 
Alchin).  We would want the summit to end with suggestions on how we can help.  
A potential date was discussed with late February emerging as a good idea.  Allison will reach 
out to groups about jumping on board.  
 
QC Sanctuary Coalition:  the Coalition is not meeting much.  The biggest need is funds for the 
current asylum seeker, in terms of legal and travel fees 
 
Gender Equity Forum Update:  the town hall meeting that occurred last Sunday was very 
informative and professional.  Forum members also hope to meet with various candidates before 
the election. 

 
BLM Responses and Actions / Project Now:  The PACG book club will hold their monthly 
discussion with Project Now on 10/124 over Kristin Henning’s book (see Action Items above). 
Also, the equity now rally continues to be held every Saturday at from noon to 12:30 pm at John 
Deere Rd and 16th St. in Moline.  ALL ARE WELCOME!  
 
Juvenile Justice Coalition:  This group meets on the 3rd Fridays of the month at noon on Zoom.  
No one had recently been to a meeting.  Allison hopes to start attending. 
 
 
Miscellaneous:   Margie mentioned that Lynn Drazynski from Moms Demand Action presented 
about the gun amendment that will be on the ballot at the recent One Human Family meeting. 
The wording is confusing (those who advocate for safer gun laws should vote NO) and the 
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amendment will appear on the back of the ballot, so voters need to be sure and complete the 
ballot to get their voice on this issue heard.  Margie mentioned that Hispanic voters will most 
likely not turn the ballot over and suggested that Lynn speaking to Hispanic groups would be a 
good idea. Loxi will talk to Mayra from QCI about ways to reach out to Hispanic groups on 
this issue.  Allison will look into getting this issue into the PAU, without being too partisan.  
 
We also discussed the upcoming candidate forum (10/15) and that we would like us (Civil Rights 
Forum) to submit some questions for the candidates on 1) immigration reform, 2) gun violence 
and 3) Crime.  Allison will write these questions and get them submitted 
 
Allison wondered if affordable housing is an issue we should get involved with and if so, how?  
Project Now is involved and Leslie Kilgannon would also now about current happening with 
affordable housing.  Allison will reach out and find out more.  
 
Monday, November 7th  at 5:00 via ZOOM is the next meeting. 
 
Notes taken by Allison Ambrose 
 
ACTION ITEMS from 10/10 Civil Rights Forum Meeting:  
 
Loxi:  

• talk to Mayra from QCI about ways to reach out to Hispanic groups on the gun 
amendment issue.  

Allison:   
• share email info with One Human Family to be shared with the statewide coalition about 

contacting legislators re: DACA 
• reach out to groups about interest in co-sponsoring and Immigration Summit in February  
• look into getting gun amendment issue into the PAU, without being too partisan.  
• write questions and get them submitted for the candidate forum on 10/15 
• find out more about what’s going on with affordable housing in the QCs 

 


